
Name (Last, First, MI) Rank/Grade Date of Counseling

Organization Name and Title of Counselor

Purpose of Counseling: (Leader states the reason for the counseling, e.g. Performance/Professional or Event-Oriented counseling, and includes the 
leader's facts and observations prior to the counseling.)

Key Points of Discussion:

DEVELOPMENTAL COUNSELING FORM 
For use of this form, see ATP 6-22.1; the proponent agency is TRADOC.

DATA REQUIRED BY THE PRIVACY ACT OF 1974
AUTHORITY:
PRINCIPAL PURPOSE:
ROUTINE USES:

DISCLOSURE:

5 USC 301, Departmental Regulations; 10 USC 3013, Secretary of the Army.
To assist leaders in conducting and recording counseling data pertaining to subordinates.
The DoD Blanket Routine Uses set forth at the beginning of the Army's compilation of systems or records notices also  
apply to this system.
Disclosure is voluntary.

PART I - ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

PART II - BACKGROUND INFORMATION

PART III - SUMMARY OF COUNSELING 
Complete this section during or immediately subsequent to counseling.

OTHER INSTRUCTIONS
This form will be destroyed upon: reassignment (other than rehabilitative transfers), separation at ETS, or upon retirement. For separation requirements 
and notification of loss of benefits/consequences see local directives and AR 635-200.

PREVIOUS EDITIONS ARE OBSOLETE.DA FORM 4856, JUL 2014
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Plan of Action (Outlines actions that the subordinate will do after the counseling session to reach the agreed upon goal(s). The actions must be 
specific enough to modify or maintain the subordinate's behavior and include a specified time line for implementation and assessment (Part IV below)

Individual counseled remarks:

Leader Responsibilities: (Leader's responsibilities in implementing the plan of action.)

Assessment: (Did the plan of action achieve the desired results? This section is completed by both the leader and the individual counseled and 
provides useful information for follow-up counseling.)

DA FORM 4856, JUL 2014

Session Closing: (The leader summarizes the key points of the session and checks if the subordinate understands the plan of action. The subordinate 
agrees/disagrees and provides remarks if appropriate.)
Individual counseled: I agree disagree with the information above.

Signature of Individual Counseled: Date:

Signature of Counselor: Date:

PART IV - ASSESSMENT OF THE PLAN OF ACTION

Individual Counseled: Date of 
Assessment:

Counselor:

Note:  Both the counselor and the individual counseled should retain a record of the counseling.
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Name (Last, First, MI)
Rank/Grade
Date of Counseling
Organization
Name and Title of Counselor
Purpose of Counseling: (Leader states the reason for the counseling, e.g. Performance/Professional or Event-Oriented counseling, and includes the leader's facts and observations prior to the counseling.)
Key Points of Discussion:
DEVELOPMENTAL COUNSELING FORM
For use of this form, see ATP 6-22.1; the proponent agency is TRADOC.
DATA REQUIRED BY THE PRIVACY ACT OF 1974
AUTHORITY:
PRINCIPAL PURPOSE:
ROUTINE USES:
DISCLOSURE:
5 USC 301, Departmental Regulations; 10 USC 3013, Secretary of the Army.
To assist leaders in conducting and recording counseling data pertaining to subordinates.
The DoD Blanket Routine Uses set forth at the beginning of the Army's compilation of systems or records notices also  apply to this system.
Disclosure is voluntary.
PART I - ADMINISTRATIVE DATA
PART II - BACKGROUND INFORMATION
PART III - SUMMARY OF COUNSELING Complete this section during or immediately subsequent to counseling.
OTHER INSTRUCTIONS
This form will be destroyed upon: reassignment (other than rehabilitative transfers), separation at ETS, or upon retirement. For separation requirements and notification of loss of benefits/consequences see local directives and AR 635-200.
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Plan of Action (Outlines actions that the subordinate will do after the counseling session to reach the agreed upon goal(s). The actions must be specific enough to modify or maintain the subordinate's behavior and include a specified time line for implementation and assessment (Part IV below)
Individual counseled remarks:
Leader Responsibilities: (Leader's responsibilities in implementing the plan of action.)
Assessment: (Did the plan of action achieve the desired results? This section is completed by both the leader and the individual counseled and provides useful information for follow-up counseling.)
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Session Closing: (The leader summarizes the key points of the session and checks if the subordinate understands the plan of action. The subordinate agrees/disagrees and provides remarks if appropriate.)
Individual counseled:
I agree
disagree with the information above.
Signature of Individual Counseled:
Date:
Signature of Counselor:
Date:
PART IV - ASSESSMENT OF THE PLAN OF ACTION
Individual Counseled:
Date of Assessment:
Counselor:
Note:  Both the counselor and the individual counseled should retain a record of the counseling.
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	Key_Points_Disscussion: **Each section is a brief narrative, NOT bullets that start with "o".  Describe how your Soldier measures up against a Sergeant evaluation. "MET STANDARD" or DID NOT MEET STANDARD". You must put comments; where do they need to improve? I. Areas of Special Emphasis: Exercises, key events, etcII. Appointed Duties: Key Control, Barracks proctor, Boss Rep, DFAC Council member, Sponsorship coordinator, etc. III. Character: Performed well or did not and why in what area (late three times, etc) NEEDS IMPROVEMENTIV. Presence (Military and professional bearing, Fitness, Confidence, Resilience): Timid, does not present a Soldier appearance - NEEDS IMPROVEMENTV. Intellect (Mental agility, Sound judgment, Innovation, Interpersonal tact, Expertise): Not a flexible thinker, does not try to figure out problems, Does not seek guidance - NEEDS IMPROVEMENTVI. Leads (Leads others, Builds trust, Extends influence beyond the chain of command, Leads by example, Communicates): Always out front, MET STANDARDVII. Develops (Creates a positive command/ workplace environment, Fosters esprit de corps, Prepares self, Develops others): Makes those around them better MET STANDARDVIII. Achieves: Gets results MET STANDARDOverall Performance: Based on the aforementioned narratives, you are Most Qualified, Highly Qualified, Qualified, or Not Qualified. 
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